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Information on the content of the resource

Summary, abstract or table of contents

Abstract:

Environmental risk assessments can provide high confidence of minimal risk by testing
theories, “risk hypotheses”, that predict the likelihood of unacceptable harmful events.
The creation of risk hypotheses and a plan to test them is called problem formulation.
Effective problem formulation seeks to maximize the possibility of detecting effects that
indicate potential risk; if such effects are not detected, minimal risk is indicated with high
confidence. Two important implications are that artificial test conditions can increase
confidence, whereas prescriptive data requirements can reduce confidence (increase
uncertainty) if they constrain problem formulation. Poor problem formulation can increase
environmental risk because it leads to the collection of superfluous data that may delay
or prevent the introduction of environmentally beneficial products.
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Questions about the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety or the Secretariat of the
operation of the Biosafety Clearing-House may be directed to Convention on Biological
the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Diversity
413 rue Saint-Jacques, suite
800
Montreal, Québec, H2Y 1N9
Canada
Fax: +1 514 288-6588
Email: secretariat@cbd.int
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